
Governor for urgent initiatives to
tackle environmental challenges

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, June 24: N.N.
Vohra, Governor, inaugurated an
international conference on
"Sustainable Resource
Development in the Himalaya" at
Leh, today. This conference has
been organized by the Institute of
Energy Research and Training
(IERT) of the Jammu University in
collaboration with the Geological
Society of London.

Voicing serious concern about
the grave consequences of the
rapid depletion of ground water
and receding glaciers, as a result of
the world-wide phenomenon of
Climate Change and Global
Warming, the Governor stressed
the need for well considered initia-
tives being immediately taken for
tackling emerging environmental
challenges which threaten the very
survival of human existence on
planet earth.

Recalling the devastating flash
floods in Ladakh during 2010, the
Governor observed that  no more
time can be lost in preserving our
natural resources and ensuring that
these are utilized in a manner
which yields sustainable divi-
dends.

The Governor suggested that
every responsible individual and
organisation should synergize
efforts to sensitize one and all
against the imminent dangers of
over-exploitation of natural
resources. He urged Governmental
agencies, civil society and respon-
sible citizens to work closely
together for dealing with  all envi-
ronmental challenges.

The Governor hoped that the
deliberations in the conference
would engender practical recom-
mendations and sound approaches
for effectively dealing with the
complex challenges of the fragile
ecology of the Himalayas in gen-
eral and Ladakh region in particu-
lar. 

The Governor urged wide pub-
licity of the outcomes of this con-
ference and stressed an interdisci-
plinary approach towards tackling
pressing environmental problems.
He suggested that Universities,
research organizations  and indus-
trial houses should come up with
well researched recommendations
for developing Ladakh as a model
of Sustainable Resource
Development which would
demonstrate the best practices
available all over the world.

Dr. Hakam M. AL Alamithe,
Representative of Prince of Jordan,
addressed the conference on water
and sanitation issues. Prof. M.P.S
Ishar, Vice Chancellor, Jammu
University; David Shilston, former
President, Geological Society of
London; Nawang Rigzin Jora,
Minister for Urban Development
and Urban Local Bodies; and
Jonathan Craig presented their
views on the safeguarding of natu-
ral resources and their utilization in
a sustainable manner.

Chewang Norphel, on the
occasion, made a presentation on
"Life in Ladakh". Prof. G.M Bhat,
Director, IERT read the welcome
address and Juergen Thurow, Prof.

of Geology, University College,
London gave the vote of thanks.

Later, the Governor visited
venue of the Poster Exhibition and
interacted with the students whose

posters had won prizes.
Rigzin Spalbar, Chief

Executive Councillor, LAHDC,
Leh; Simrandeep Singh, Deputy
Commissioner, Leh; Sunil Gupta,

SSP, Leh; Dr. Trundup, President,
Ladakh Buddhist Association; and
Saif-ud-Din, religious head, Moin-
ul-Islam, were among those pres-
ent on the occasion. 

Kashmir to act as bridge
between India-Pak: Mufti 

Excelsior Correspondent

RAJOURI, June 24:
Former Chief Minister and

patron of People's Democratic
Party, Mufti Mohammed
Sayeed has said that Jammu
and Kashmir would act as a
bridge between India and
Pakistan to resolve all pend-
ing issues and the decision of
the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to invite the leaders of
the SAARC countries in his
oath-taking ceremony in
Delhi was a bold step to
improve relations with all the
neighbours.    

Addressing a public rally
here today, Mufti Sayeed
lauded the decision of  Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi to
invite heads of  SAARC
countries in the oath taking

ceremony of his Government
and described it as a bold step
to improve relations with
neighbouring countries. He
said that J&K should be
developed as role model for
SAARC countries  and State,
which is bone of contention
between India and Pakistan,
should act as bridge to nor-

malize relations between two
countries.

Mufti Sayeed introduced
party candidates announced

for Assembly elections for the
four seats of Rajouri district.
He said that new Government
at New Delhi will have to
address Kashmir issue and to
improve relations with
Pakistan. He was of the opin-
ion that things have started
falling in place for rejuvena-
tion of peace process with
Pakistan with resolution of
Kashmir as an important com-
ponent of that. He said J&K
would be the biggest benefici-
ary of the peace process that
was started in 2003 but
remained on back burner for
many years. "It was all due to
cooperation and support of
then Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpyee that peace
was restored in this region",
he said and added that healing
touch policy started by the
previous PDP led
Government in the State was
endorsed by the previous
NDA Government headed by
Atal Behari Vajpayee.  

While pleading for giving
a push to cross LoC relations
through trade and travel,
Mufti said the beginning
made on this crucial front has
laid down the ground rules for
establishment of an Economic
free zone across the LoC
which would open up
immense opportunities of
employment. Demanding
opening of more routes on
LoC and International Border
(IB) Mufti said  "Our vision is
that any resident of erstwhile
J&K should be able to visit
anywhere without the slight-

est problems. LoC should
become line of cooperation
and not mere control", he
said.   

Reminding the
gathering that it
was during the
regime of PDP
that peace was
restored on the
borders, Mufti
said, "the cease-
fire, announced
during PDP
regime, has
brought much
relief to the peo-
ple living in the
border areas
besides paving
way for pursuing
the dialogue
process between
the two coun-
tries". 

"The peace
process, despite frequent dis-
ruption and its slow pace, had
brought hopes in the lives of
millions of people in the two
countries", he said and
reminded that the PDP had
pioneered the process of
peace and reconciliation.
Maintaining that peace is
imperative for development,
Mufti sought support of the
people to take the peace and
reconciliation process to its
logical conclusion. He said
that his party has road map to
address problems of all sec-
tions of the society.  He
claimed that it was during the
regime of PDP that presti-
gious Baba Ghulam Shah
Badshah (BGSB) University
was opened at Rajouri. "It is
my desire that this University
should emerge as centre of
knowledge in this sub-conti-
nent", he said and also prom-
ised to make Mughal Road as
all weather track which will
remain open throughout the
year for traffic. 

In the meeting Mufti intro-
duced party candidates name-
ly Choudhary Qamar Din for
Rajouri, Choudhary  Zulfikar
for Darhal, Surinder
Choudhary for Nowshera and
A B Shah for Kalakote seg-
ments. Yashpal Sharma-
MLC, Basharat Bhukari-
MLA, Choudhary Zulfikar-
MLA, Ch Qamar Din,
Surinder Choudhary, A B
Shah, Aijaz Mirza,  Haq
Nawaz, M R Qureshi, Bharat
Bhushan Gupta, Ashok
Sharma, Anjum Mirza, Tazim
Dar, Tahir Lone, Master Prem
Nath, Choudhary Zamshid,
Majid Shah, Ishan Mirza, G H
Atish, Haji Alam Din and oth-
ers also spoke on the occa-
sion. 
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Altaf calls on
Governor

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, June 24: Mian
Altaf, Minister for Forest,
Environment and Ecology, called
on N.N. Vohra, Governor, here at
Raj Bhavan today.

During their meeting, the
Governor and Mian Altaf dis-
cussed various important issues
relating to preservation of the
environment and increasing total
area under forest cover in the
State.  The Minister apprised the
Governor about the to-date status
of environmental clearances in
respect of several important State
and Central developmental proj-
ects to be implemented in J&K.

The Governor and Mian Altaf
also discussed issues relating to
the forthcoming Amarnathji Yatra
which commences on June
28,2014

PDP patron Mufti Mohd Sayeed addressing public rally at Rajouri on
Tuesday. -Excelsior/ Bhat

Governor, N N Vohra addressing a conference at Leh on Tuesday.

Amnesty welcomes
Centre’s move to

rehabilitate Pandits
NEW DELHI, June 24:

Amnesty International
India today welcomed the
NDA Government’s reported
move to rehabilitate
Kashmiri Pandits in the
Valley but expressed concern
over “insufficient” measures
taken to build confidence and
ensure their safety and
smooth integration.

The human rights body
also urged the Government to
hold consultations with all
communities living in the
State, a reference to Muslims
who make up for overwhelm-
ing majority in Kashmir, in
its endeavour to bring
Pandits back.

“Amnesty International
India welcomes the positive
steps taken by the NDA
Government and urges it to
take a comprehensive
approach in implementing
proposed policies, including
consultations with all com-
munities living in Jammu
and Kashmir, and those look-
ing to return there,” it said in
a statement.

The organisation wel-
comes the recent overtures
made to rehabilitate families
of an estimated 1,50,000 to
2,00,000 Kashmiri Pandits
who were forced to leave the
State between 1990 and 1994
due to threats and intimida-
tion from armed groups, the
statement said.

At the outbreak of insur-
gency in the early 1990s,
several prominent Kashmiri
Pandit community leaders
were killed and others intim-
idated by armed groups, it
said.

Quoting a Kashmir-based
Pandit group, the organisa-
tion said despite several
attempts made by the State
and Central Governments
since 2003 to persuade
Pandit families to return to
their homes, not a single
family has returned. (PTI)


